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offer *d, That * tis not the Inte- 
reſt of the Goyernment, to re- 
fuſe them Relief. + 

Their Induſt} in. Trad" 


both ar Sea and Land, bringing 


Profit to the Government, AS 
well as others; . [4 Station 
they ſtand in 
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as truly as others. * 

ſeems not the Intereſt of the 
Government-in- general oat 
they ſhould FE y wapet ſcou- 
raged in their Honeſt 

ſo neither is it the Thtere: 
Eminent fart of the Govern- 
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ment, [that they. ſhould, not be 


Reliev'd, viz. The Judges. 
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delayed: Rt they "Cauſes of- © 

Ant mo - 
ſudges - 
pe "Quakers wrong d;-and a- - 


ren held very long : 
doubr, when Ju 


uſed, and can't Relieve them, 
"ris" irkfonne rof 
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tage to the King's other Courts, 
f& beable to uſe the Evidence 
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ned to 2 Bill, Bond, Book- 


hen 1 he was Steward, or Tru- 


ſte, or Servirit, either to Per- 
Or to others at - 


"Nord 
- be #grear caſe to thoſe Courts, . 
to have the bp Reliev'd | 


at Advan= - 


or Died of Midenture of 
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cifion of their Debt or Claim, 
as tothe right. of-.it, for want 
of an Anſwer upon Oath. _ 

_ :At is wot. theIntereſt of thoſe 


- they are concern'd.with, in any. 
_ doubtful :Caſe, þecauſe of. the 


Difficulty-to. come to 'Tryal. 
And for thoſe that.owe Mo- 


ney to the ;Quakers, to be al- 


lawed- tofly.into-Chancery for 
a Refuge; to obſtrut paying 
juſt Debts; is ſuch an. Injury, 


- as*tis hoped, no one. that 1s ra- 


tional will.countenance, or de- 
fire ſhould be continued upon 
them. And may 1t not then be 


| aſſerted , [That tis no. Honeſt 


Man's trueand juſt Intereſt, (to 
have .the-Quakers. denied Re- 
lief ) no not the. Gown-men of 


 PVeſtminſier-Hall,, whoſe few 


Fees from the Quakers as Plain- 


tiffs, . might ſuggeſt (tho? un- | 


duly ). that they; have. no long- 
taiPd "Pebts to ſue. for, - nor 
Titles to recover.; -but-if the 


ſo ſuppoſe, it*s a miſtake, for *tis. . | 
difficult to anſwer one by one, 


rather. their: deſpair of relief, 
and their well-ktown inabilir 
.to-purſue a Cauſe, that isitheir 
. common determent to begin. 

; So. that--of .all-Cauſes :that 
, crowd: thoſt. Courts , (few 'afe 
; brought by .the'Quakers, tho? 


they may need/it as much. as. 
thers, to the great Loſs of the 
Learned in the Law, as well as 


the Poor Injured;Quaker. |; 
'.. And one might think?twere 


eat pity,an InduſtriousPeople 
Howl be kept liable to all Inju- 
rious Suites,.and ſo much barr'd 
from 'Sucing, for their | Rights, 
be their Cauſe neycr ſo reaſon- 
able, juſt or neceſſary. 

- Seeing their Relief is totliem 
ſo needtul; ſo'harmleſs to all, 
and ſo uſeful to the Govern- 
ment, 'and their Neighbours; 
Let's ..a little conſider the com- 
mon ObjeQtions; which may be 
ſum'dup in ſhort thus; 

'Firſt-.ObjeQtion, * How [ball 


we then be at a Certainty? 
Secondly , © Why; ſboald - the 


- Laws be alter*d for them ? For, 


Thirdly, *I'wonldibe to raſe 
old * Foundations; + vs 

Fourthly, Ard let them into 
the Government. - fs 


Which it's hoped will not be 


and that 'to reaſonable ſatil- 


faction. 


And to-the Firſt, vie, The 


+Doabp of Certainty. It "may 
be rationally affirmed , That 


whoſcever-15: bound to tell the 


A2 Truth, 
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Truth, eſpecially againft M=ns 
own Intereſt, where the Temp- 
cation, if any , mainly lyes) 
ſuch are either ſo bound by the 


Law of God, or the'Laws- of 


Men, or both. 


"- 


Now the Obligations by the 


Law .of God are binding- on. 


good Mzn, whether they give 
Anſwers on Oath, or on -their 


Solemn Affirmation 1n the fear 


of God ; and; Knaves are of 
bound .by the Penal Laws: of 
Mea ; which -if made equally 
ſevere, to thoſe. that g1 
cious Anſwers, as well without 
Oath as by Oath, ' would be 
equally effeftual and binding; 


both to them that give Anſwers - 


without Swearing, and to them 
that Swear. 


« © Thie Second ObjeRtion, That - 
*twonld be an Alteration- of the 
Law; Not of the Subſtance of . 


the Law, but of a Circutt- 
Nance; and ifthat hath:no de- 
triment ur it,. hut that the Alte- 


ration be really an Amendment, . 
and a.conveniency to an Honeſt, 


Indiſtrious, People, pray why 
ſhould it not be done ? What 
Seſſions of Parliament is there, 
that paſſes, but fome Lawor 
other zs'made for theeafe, ſecu- 
rity or relief of the Subject ? - 


-go2s an AQ of 


ve falla- 


Tf: Fortigners are "too hard * 
for our Sea-faring ' People,' out 
AC avigation" to 
prevent... | 
- Tf- our Poor at 'Home-want 
Silk to Work ' with, how ſoo 
isit granted? (notwithſtanding 
the fame Aft) to come over: 
Land, andNior direQly in Ship- - + 
ping from the places of it's pro- 
duce, as the faid Att before did 
etjoin'; And ſhall the Eaſe of * 


| Trade be*'fo ſoon' granted, a- 


gainft' a poſitive Statute'; and ' 
the Eaſe of Conſcience be fo 
longdenied 'in this; as poſitive 
a Command of Chriſt, at leaſt 
really ſo believed ahd accepted? 
And for the Third Objeftion, 
That *tis to raſe old Foundations : - 
Anſwer, No; as *twas ſaid, *tis - 
rather to mend them; a'proper 
Work for Parlaments, 

Did ot. Parliaments: Abro- 
gate Popery, with all its Claim - 
of Antiquity ? Did not a Parlia- 


from perpetual Imprifonment 
by a King without 'Fryal, than 
+it is to ſecure: one: Subjeft. from - 
Impriſoning another till Death, . 
for. not giyzng 'an Anſwer in 


Chancery, 


rey h2 


Chancery. or Exrbogutr, u 
Oath ? } ir. belong. to Par- 
liamentsto ſecure other _ 


rations, - : 


they dare not comply to a Cir- 
cumſtance of t: 
( as they.under; 

ainſt ah <jprels Command. of 
y Chriſt? Surely.no. And there- 


is a fitting Caſe 'to be there 
tenderly taken notice of, and 
provided for. .... . 
| May it! not the abe well werth 
the. while for this prefent_ Par- 
liament, .to Relieve theſe Di- 
ſtreſled People, and afford their 
Suffering Cale Redreſs? That 
hereby” their Cauſes -may the 
ſooner come toan Tue ; PL 
ther they Sue for Juſt Debts, or 
are. Sued : Whereby many Un- 
juſt. and Vexatious Suites , by 
| [2A na and Li wg Perſons, 
| may be prevented, which have 
often tended rather to the Qua- 
kets Ruin, andothers Damage, © 
than Recovery of their Right. 
Aso the Fourth Objed 10n, 
That *twill tend to let them into 
' the Government-; For Anſwer 


you pleaſe ;. only e For kt" the 


Ja | os tothat eaſe-and benefit . 
their EIS Eftates ? --Becauſe- afford them. . 


he :Law ; >, when, 
Rand it.) *cis a», 


fore their Relief in Parliament 


who treating of Judici 
' a Sincere and Faithful O 


the Ecrors- of the. apiſts, ſay 


thereto,.. Barr that as hard. as * 


Sup of that, from, which 
ſo = and ſo VOY, they 
may be excluded, . be a hin- ' 


the Government 408F, fo calily 


But now while you have op- * 
portunity.by the. Station Provi= 
dence hath placed you.in, pray 
be you of ſuch Noble, Genzrous 
Spirits, as to Relieve them, » 
tho? they differ.from you in the 
Conſtrutions of a Text, they 
eſteem. plain and poſitive . on 
their ſide, and from which they 
dare not ſwverve, havi there- _—_ 
in the . Coneurrence "T many 
* Ancient Fathiers,and. Martyrs, _ 
and ſince them the Menailts, by's App 
and: of late  Francjs Osboarne the Kin 
Eſquire, in his Political EA hs Dee 
Qtions, 7th. Edition BE] AG 

Caſes, Mc ooo ns 


calls - Not-/wearing,. a Yieldj 


al- yo rang ; 
encetothe Precept of our Savt- o16 wie 
our, 'Swear not at. all, ( which abuadan 
thiys he] the Corrupt Gloſſesthers. | 

FExpoſitors labour much; : tho? , | 
all; in vain, to.elude, ) » 

And Sminderby m Is Appeal - = 

to. the King , laining. of- 
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,* thus, As Chrift forbids Swear- 


ing, fo [fays he} the Pope juſt i- 


| Feth Swearing , and compels Men 
to Swear, 


© Which no Man can rational- 
ly fay, is only ſpoken of Swear- 
"mg in Communication, forthis 
Complaintis againſt juſtifying 
Swearing, and compelling'Men 
to Swear, -which cannot be pre- 
tended to mean other than fo- 
lemn Swearing ; for no Age, 
that we read of, did ever Au- 
thorize Prophane Swearing , 


much leſs compePFto it. 


Sincetherefore not only Pro- 
phane Swearing, but Alio So- 
lemn Swearing, was early com- 


- plained of by Proteſtants, letit 


not ſeem ſtrange to any, that 
theQuakers now ſcruple Swear- 
ing, and for eaſe therein have 
often ſonght Relief in Parlia. 


. ment, i the proper place. 


Seeing then they believe'they 


| have the Authority of Chriſt's 


Command,and the Apoftles Ex- 


"hortation, and the Martyrs Do- 
_ _ Qrine on their fide; tho? divers 
_ of youare not ſo perſwaded. 


Yet let the World behold 
your Juftice, and Willingneſs 
( according to your Power ) to 
do Good to all the Honeſt and 
Induſtrious People you both 
Repreſeat . and Govern: By 


London, Dec, 22. 1694 


» 


EnaQting, That their Solemn 
Affirmation ſhall be "accepted in 
Lien of an Oath; and all that 


falſifie therein ſhall be Paniſhed 


Equally with Perjuged Perſons. 
 Tthaving 'been made appear 
to a.Committee of this' Partia- 


, ment”, [ Dec. 2. 1692, ] that 


they are Expoſed to great Hard- 
ſhips , as aforefaid ; and not 
themſelves only, but others al- 
ſo; [which was the Caſe ofa 
Memberor two of this preſent 
Parliament. ] 

So that upon the whole 
Matter, the ſaid Committee . 
were of Opinion, and did Re- . 
port it to the Houſe, That 
the Nuakers ought to be 
Relteved accozding to the 


Paayer of their Petition , 


[ then newly Preſented to the 


'Houfe. ] 


Wherefore, as Liberty hath 
been given them, to declare 
their Allegiance to the Govern- 
m2nt without Swearing , for 
which Eaſe they are ſincerely 
thankful ; ſo be pleaſed to add 
to that Kindneſs, their , Relief 
in the Matter of Oaths, between 
them and other SubjeRs, as well 
as between the Government 
and them. 

Signed in Behalf of the ſaid 

People, X 
Theodoz CTccleſton. 


